Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
Regarding Docket Number 091-041E
 

Dear Public Utilities Commission,

In late January, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission opened a docket to begin investigating whether or not it should increase its regulatory control over Tri-State Generation and Transmission, a nonprofit cooperative utility. Instead of allowing for membership-based regulation to encourage local control of electrical needs as members see fit, regulation by the Denver-based PUC could amount to a one-size-fits-all approach that doesn’t consider the needs of many diverse rural communities.

The increased costs associated with expansion of PUC regulation in Denver would be shared by Tri-State’s entire system, including Tri-State’s members in Nebraska, Wyoming and New Mexico.  Because Tri-State is a not-for-profit electric utility with limited resources, these additional costs may come at the expense of progress in other vital areas such as energy efficiency and conservation programs and transmission system improvements that will facilitate greater access to new, clean, renewable energy sources.

Expanded jurisdiction of the PUC would not be progress; it would be a step away from meeting the future needs of our rural communities. Furthermore, by imposing consequences on residents of other states, it would increase the PUC’s authority to inappropriate lengths while adding additional costs on rural consumers.
I urge you not to increase regulation on Colorado’s cooperatives,

Sincerely,

