Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
Re: Docket Number 091-041E

Dear PUC,

Without the involvement of the PUC, here are a few of the things that Tri-State has done over the last few years:

1. Signed PPAs for new natural gas resources

2. Supported an RPS for cooperatives and solicited utility-scale renewable energy resources

3. Passed an aggressive local, community-based renewable energy incentive program for its members

4. Joined a series of carbon capture and sequestration research and demonstration projects
5. Become a founding member of The Climate Registry
6. Developed a partnership with the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) and other utilities on a compressed-air energy storage facility, possibly in eastern Colorado, and hybrid integration of concentrated solar power and fossil fuels at its coal plant in New Mexico
7. Participating in oxygen production research that supports IGCC and advanced coal combustion
Those are just the more cutting edge projects. Tri-State has also done plenty with the CFL bulbs, the Energy Star program, LED street lighting, and much, much more.

And Tri-State has built, or is planning, lots of new transmission lines to make sure the energy produced by renewable sources will get to the consumers.

What will Tri-State and its member cooperatives do if there’s a whole new set of regulations to follow? The only thing that is clear is that Tri-State will have to spend significant resources just to deal with all the new regulations.  Those resources could be spent better by Tri-State on initiatives like those outlined above.

I urge you not to seek increased regulation over Tri-State – it is not necessary.

Very sincerely yours,

