Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
Re: Docket Number 091-041E
Dear Public Utilities Commission,

Tri-State is a not-for-profit member-owned cooperative utility.  Tri-State generates and provides electric power to members in Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico and Nebraska. 

The Colorado Public Utilities Commission recently opened a docket to investigate whether it should expand its regulatory jurisdiction to include Tri-State.  I believe the PUC should not take this step.

Currently, Tri-State is governed by a democratically elected 44-person Board of Directors made up of one representative from each co-op it serves, meaning that Tri-State is operated by the people it serves and ultimately is accountable to them.

Tri-State is also responsible to all of Colorado, and received an Environmental Leadership Award from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment last year.

The people being served by Tri-State are the same people who direct Tri-State; any move by the PUC to regulate Tri-State’s resource planning will undermine the authority of people in rural communities who receive the benefits of a locally controlled organization.

Sincerely,
