Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
Dear Public Utilities Commission,
Regarding Docket #091-041E I have the following comments.

As its name suggests, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Assoc. doesn’t just generate electric power – it also works to ensure that electricity gets to the residential and commercial customers who need it to power their lives and/or work.

Transmission is critically important not just to ensure consumers have reliable access to power but also to ensure the connection of new renewable energy sources.  After all, renewable energy doesn’t do any good if it can’t be transmitted to consumers.

Tri-State has proposed to develop numerous transmission lines in Colorado, including lines to the San Luis Valley and across the eastern plains.  These lines have been proposed to support reliability and move renewable energy, and some are even proposed in partnership with Xcel Energy.
If the PUC wants to encourage more renewable power, it should expedite the review of Tri-State’s transmission improvements. Spending instead its time on the unnecessary regulation of Tri-State would be counterproductive. 

Sincerely,
