Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
To PUC:
Re: Docket # 091-041E
As the power supplier to 44 member-owned electric cooperatives, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association must be accountable to its consumers. Tri-State’s governing structure – which is fundamentally different from investor-owned utilities that have a profit motive – ensures that Tri-State is responsive and open.  Because it is owned by its member cooperatives, there never is any question that Tri-State is working in their best interests. These cooperatives and their member-owners have the same concerns as consumers across the region – they want affordable and reliable electric power while minimizing any negative impacts on the environment.   That’s why Tri-State already works hard to balance these concerns and that’s why I have no doubt that Tri-State will continue to make this balance a top priority.  There’s no way that extra top-down regulation from the state can make Tri-State any more responsive to the community than it currently is.  More likely, such regulation will distract Tri-State from its progress in these areas.

Sincerely, 
