Date
Mr. Doug Dean, Director
Colorado Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway
Suite 250
Denver, CO 80202
In regards to Docket Number 091-041E
 

Dear Public Utilities Commission,

Tri-State empowers its distribution cooperative members to advocate for electrical services that fit their unique needs. The Tri-State Board of Directors is directly accountable to Tri-State’s members and is, therefore, the most effective and appropriate regulatory body to guide Tri-State's resource plans.

However, the PUC’s expanded regulatory jurisdiction over Tri-State would change all that. The PUC cannot adequately consider the unique circumstances facing many rural communities across Colorado, circumstances which may leave them vulnerable to unreliable, costly electricity.

Tri-State and its members have already begun numerous programs and initiatives aimed at finding and implementing solutions that support responsible resource planning. Tri-State has initiated these programs at the direction of its Board of Directors, which determines the appropriate balance between reliability, cost, and environmental stewardship. 
Tri-State is seriously committed to a future where responsible, renewable energy is a reality, but it knows how to achieve this without putting its members at risk.
Sincerely,
