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SLVREC Thanks Members

Monte Vista — In mid-September, San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative took the unusual step of

sending out a supplemental newsletter concerning carbon emission control legislation to members. The

supplement included prepaid postcards to Colorado Senators Bennet and Udall. Members were asked to

complete and mail the postcards as quickly as possible in order to facilitate a Colorado Rural Electric

Association (CREA) presentation in Washington D.C. regarding climate change legislation.

Other electric cooperatives in Colorado also asked their members to participate in this effort to ask our

Senators to make climate change legislation fair, affordable and achievable. However, it was SLVREC’s

members who made the most significant difference.

SLVREC CEO John Villyard said, “I was completely amazed by the effort our members made. We

received close to 1,500 postcards back. That’s more than any other cooperative in the state. CREA, the

organization that hand-carried the cards to our Senators, was extremely appreciative of the support our

members provided. I would like to thank every member who took the time to fill out and mail the cards.”

 

The postcards urged Senators Bennet and Udall to work with electric cooperatives during the process of

crafting climate change and energy legislation. Cooperatives in Colorado are concerned that current



legislation favors some regions of the country over others. It appears that Coloradans may have to bear a

disproportionate share of carbon emission control costs if the proposed legislation is passed without

modification. 

The card asked that legislation be fair, stating, “Climate change legislation needs to recognize regional

differences in how electricity is produced. I should not be penalized because of where I live.” 

Next, it asked the Senators to keep affordability in mind. Finally, it asked that Senators only pass

legislation that is achievable, saying “Climate change mandates must be realistic to ensure long-term

success.”

Even though the postcard campaign is complete, individuals can still encourage their elected officials to

pass well-designed climate change legislation. Visit www.ourenergy.coop to learn more. 

For more information, contact SLVREC from 7 am to 5 pm, Monday through Thursday at 719-852-3538

or 800-332-7634. SLVREC has provided electricity to the San Luis Valley since 1937. The company is

member-owned and serves over 12,000 meters in the Valley.

http://www.ourenergy.coop

