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ou are receiving this special edition of the Newsboy
because SLVREC urgently needs your help.

This fall, Congress will be engaging in a debate on
carbon reduction legislation. The legislation they choose
will impact your monthly electric bill. Cooperatives want
to be sure that the debate over carbon emission control
includes a discussion of the impacts upon everyday citi-
zens like you and me.

To achieve that goal, we must speak out. Please join
me in asking your Representative and your Senator to
pass legislation that:

 Preempts any state, regional or other federal laws
regarding emissions. We need regulatory certainty. A
layering of regulatory programs from various agen-
cies at both state and federal levels makes no sense for
anyone.
Treats all regions of the country fairly and equitably.
Currently, the proposed formula, based upon 50 per-
cent emissions and 50 percent sales, creates a windfall
potential for some regions of the country and a severe
economic shortfall for others.
Includes a provision for economic protection. Advo-
cates for the proposed legislation tell us the cost of the
program will be minimal. The Con-
gressional Budget Office estimates
that a cap and trade program will cost
the average consumer $175/year in
additional electricity expenses. If that’s
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are against carbon dioxide leg-
islation. That’s simply not true.
However, we believe national
energy and climate change
policy must focus on reduc-
ing emissions, not on “revenue
enhancement” for federal gov-
ernment. We believe money gen-
erated, through a cap-and-trade
program or otherwise, must be
used wisely: devoted to developing related technology or
returned to those who foot the bill. We believe Congress
should take the lead on climate change, not regulators or
Wall Street speculators.

Electric cooperatives are asking elected officials to
address climate change issues in an affordable and envi-
ronmentally responsible fashion. We need you to join us.

Ask your U.S. representative and senators to keep elec-
tric bills affordable. Get involved in this effort mailing the
attached postcards. We need a plan people can live with
today while we deal with the climate change problem of

tomorrow. m& f 7@(/7MOC/

SLVREC CEQ, John Villyard

Carbon

true, why not put a cap in the legisla-
tion to limit increases to this amount?
While cap-and-trade programs have
worked to control some air pollutants, the
current proposal includes a new twist—
allowances. Allowances would be auc-
tioned off at undetermined prices, leading
to huge cost burdens for any source of
carbon dioxide emissions. In the case
of power plants, those costs would ulti-
mately be passed on to consumers. The
federal government has said such a system
would create a new, substantial source of
revenue.
Some have claimed that electric coop-
eratives, and utility companies in general,
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What is your carbon footprint?

Carbon dioxide exists everywhere. It’s in every breath we take; it keeps trees and plants
around us lush and green; it even gives our soft drinks fizz. Because the ever-present gas
also helps hold the sun’s heat in our atmosphere, it has taken on an edge of notoriety in
recent years. Increasing amounts of carbon dioxide emitted from sources like factories,
cars, and power plants have been blamed for contributing to climate change (along with
a list of other “greenhouse gases,” including methane).

In this Issue:
Cap & Trade and Carbon Taxes

Contacting Your Representative
and Congressman

°

Yo ur h el p IS Carbon dioxide molecules can last in the atmosphere for a century or more, and many
experts see too much of it as a bad thing. The idea of a “carbon footprint” has been devel-
ur g ent Iy oped to tally the amount of carbon dioxide anything emits, directly or indirectly—from

a coal-fired power plant to a family of four.
Technically, each of us expands our own carbon footprint every time we exhale,
n eed ed ! although the amount really adds up when it comes to burning fossil fuels like coal, gaso-
line, and natural gas. Burning these fuels releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere,
Please take the time to and everyone connected to those emissions (such as a family driving a car or using elec-

tricity) boosts their own carbon footprint.
com plete & mail All things considered, the average U.S. household is responsible for 21 tons of carbon
dioxide a year, according to the EPA, an amount that would take more than four acres of
the enclosed pine trees to soak up. A family can trim their carbon footprint by trading in larger cars
and trucks for more fuel-efficient vehicles, and by making their home more energy effi-
postca rds cient to cut back on electricity use. Best of all, these measures not only cut carbon emis-

sions but gasoline and electric bills as well.
today! To calculate your household carbon footprint, visit http:/www.epa.gov/climat-

echange/emissions/ind_calculator2.html. To calculate your business” carbon footprint,
visit http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/partnerships/wastewise/carboncalc.htm.

September Supplement 2009 Sources: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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Climate Change Legislation Should Be
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Fair. Affordable. And Achievable.
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Senators are drafting climate change legislation NOW, and you can impact
the outcome. Go to (MAMAVAINEL T /AL L)) to make your voice heard.

b

Please complete the cards with all requested information to ensure that your cards count!

Dear Senator Mark Udall:
I urge you to work with my electric cooperative as you craft climate change and energy legisla-
tion. As the U.S. Senate debates this issue, I am asking you to fight for a bill that is:
FAIR—Climate change legislation needs to recognize regional differences in how electric-
ity is produced. I should not be penalized because of where I live.
AFFORDABLE—Any climate change plan must keep electric bills affordable for all
Americans.
ACHIEVABLE—Climate change mandates must be realistic to ensure long-term success.
Legislation must be fair and affordable—adopting these goals will help ensure that out-
come. Please work with the electric cooperatives to minimize the cost of combating climate
change. Given these tough economic times, keeping electric bills affordable must be a priority.
Please insist on legislation that’s fair and affordable to the people of our great state.

Name E-mail

Home Address

City, State, Zip

Co-op Name San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Monte Vista, CO

Signature Date

SLVREC will deliver these
postcards to representatives of
Colorado Rural Electric Association (CREA).

CREA will hand-carry the cards to Washington D.C.
and deliver them directly to your Senators with
your message on September 28.

It is urgent that you complete and mail the attached cards today!

Please, complete and mail these postcards today!

Dear Senator Michael Bennet:
I urge you to work with my electric cooperative as you craft climate change and energy legisla-
tion. As the U.S. Senate debates this issue, I am asking you to fight for a bill that is:
FAIR—Climate change legislation needs to recognize regional differences in how electric-
ity is produced. I should not be penalized because of where I live.
AFFORDABLE—Any climate change plan must keep electric bills affordable for all
Americans.
ACHIEVABLE—Climate change mandates must be realistic to ensure long-term success.
Legislation must be fair and affordable—adopting these goals will help ensure that out-
come. Please work with the electric cooperatives to minimize the cost of combating climate
change. Given these tough economic times, keeping electric bills affordable must be a priority.
Please insist on legislation that’s fair and affordable to the people of our great state.

Name E-mail

Home Address

City, State, Zip

Co-op Name San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Monte Vista, CO

Signature Date
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The Newsboy (publication #551- In unity with 42 million other electric co-op mem-
450) is an official publication bers around the country, ask your U.S. representa-
of the San Luis Valley Rural . d k with el .
Electric Cooperative, Inc; 3625 tive and senators to work with electric co-ops to
US Hwy. 160 W.; Monte Vista, CO keep electric bills affordable. Get involved in this
fﬁiﬁfﬁ@hﬁ) Nevsboy s published effort by participating in the Our Energy, Our
Periodical postage paid at Monte Future™ grassroots campaign at www.ourenergy.
postage p
Vista, CO 81144. Subscription coop and by completing and mailing these postcards.
price $20/year. Postmaster, send
Form 3579 to NEWSBOY, P.O. .
Box 3695 Monte Vista CO 81144, Please complete and mail the cards as soon as
3625. possible so your card can be hand-delivered on
© 2009 San Luis Valley Rural September 28 in Washington D.C.
Electric Cooperative.
All rights reserved.
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