
In December, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), 
announced that six key green-
house gases, including carbon 
dioxide (CO2), are endanger-
ing public health and welfare. 

In reference to this find-
ing, Glenn English, CEO of 
National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association (NRECA) 
said, “This action puts a ‘foot 
in the door’ for EPA to pro-
mulgate sweeping new regula-
tions that could impose strict 
limits on carbon emissions 
from power plants, driving up 
electric bills.” He added, “The 
Clean Air Act as written was 
never designed to deal with 

carbon, and it would be awk-
ward at best and probably a 
disaster at worst.”

Electric co-ops believe that 
controls on carbon dioxide 
should be established by Con-
gress, where the impact of these 
proposals can have a full public 
debate. Unfortunately, a cli-
mate change bill passed by the 
U.S. House last summer (H.R. 
2454) and another reported by 
the U.S. Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee 
in November (S. 1733) include 
unachievable goals and time-
lines for CO2 emission reduc-
tions. Additionally, the bills do 
not include adequate technol-
ogy development incentives 
or guarantees that electric bills 
will remain affordable. Current 
proposals will unfairly penalize 
consumers in fossil fuel-depen-
dant states, like Colorado, by 
saddling them with higher bills 
to subsidize and lower electric 
bills for those in other regions.

What’s more, Senate lead-
ers have admitted that climate 

change legislation has stalled. 
We are hearing that legislation 
may not be picked up this year 
because many Senators will be 
up for reelection in 2010. They 
want to wait until 2011 after 
elections are completed before 
touching this hot potato. 

The legislative hold-up 
makes it important for con-
sumers to pay careful attention 
to EPA’s efforts. The concern is 
that with CO2 emissions from 
vehicles falling under federal 
Clean Air Act regulation, other 
emitters of carbon dioxide—
fossil fuel-fired power plants 
included—may also soon be 
subject to EPA oversight.

Instead of EPA oversight, 
utilities want to see climate 
change legislation that protects 
consumers and preempts use 
of the federal Clean Air Act 
and other existing laws. Co-
ops don’t want the task of try-
ing to comply with more than 
one set of regulations—espe-
cially when these regulations 
were not designed to address 

the issues we face today.
“Regulation of carbon diox-

ide as a pollutant will occur 
with or without congressional 
input,” English said. “But Con-
gress must not simply add new 
legislation on top of old regula-
tions. Any climate change bill 
should become the roadmap—
the single strategy—for reduc-
ing carbon dioxide emissions at 
federal, state, and local levels.”

Electric co-ops want to see 
climate change policy goals 
that are fair, affordable, and 
achievable. We believe revenue 
generated by legislation should 
used to advance technology 
and create long-term solutions. 

I encourage you to make 
your voice heard on this impor-
tant issue. Visit NRECA’s Our 
Energy, Our Future™ campaign 
at www.ourenergy.coop today!  

Congress May Delay

John Villyard, CEO 
San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative 

Serving the Valley Since 1937
3625 US Hwy 160 W

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144


